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NOTES

The lecture is divided into four sections. It first attends to Petrarch’s lament for his condition of pain,
with a philosophical account of the relationship between body and soul. The second part illustrates
reasons to consider the sonnet a dialogue between Petrarch and his soul (whose parts are
distinguished). The third part provides a line-by-line explanation of the sonnet, focusing on rhetorical
figures, grammatical elements, and philosophical concepts. The final section resolves two doubts (on
Petrarch’s pain and love for Laura), left unsolved after the reading of the sonnet. Philosophical
authorities named include Aristotle, Plato, and Ficino.

Originally, this lecture was part of ms. 1717, held at the Biblioteca Augusta of Perugia, which
contained other academic lectures by the Accademia degli Insensati. Ms. I 60 was donated to jurist
and patriot Domenico Rossetti (1774-1842), when he set up in Trieste a collection of prints and
manuscripts related to Petrarch. This is now part of the holdings of the Museo Petrarchesco
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Piccolomineo in the Biblioteca Attilio Hortis of Trieste.
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