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NOTES

In the ‘Il Carrara’, Zuccolo claims that love has always had a sensual component arguing against the
Platonic theory of love. He states that Platonic idea of love as exclusively a pure and ethereal feeling
is wrong, since real love has a corporeal component too that has to be satisfied. Only appeasing both
the spiritual and the corporeal dimentions that nourish the feeling of love, can one experience real
love and full joy. Zuccolo, however, states that the corporeal element has to be regulared to prevent
it becoming lustful.
 
Zuccolo shows that also Petrarch did not love Laura in an exclusively spiritualized way. The poet –
states Zuzzolo – was honest, but had carnal feelings too (Zuccolo quotes several passages from the
RVF poems containing allusions to these feelings). Zuccolo also maintains that, since Petrarch could
not marry Laura, the poet showed that one can be perfected through love, by making the amorous
object a means to reach the Heaven.
 
Reference is made (among others) to many RVF poems (including RVF 1, 37, 48, 56, 62, 80, 165,
172, 191, 207, 230, 264, 265, 270, 290, 306, 334, 347, 348, 364, and 366), some capitoli of the
Triumphi (including Amoris I), Ariosto, Aristotle, Horace, Ovid, Plautus, Propertius, Terence,
Torquato Tasso, Virgil.
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